LIFE SKETCH OF VAZHAKUNNAM VA^iDE\A^ MMBiDIRl

Starting from S^Kanni 1114 (19 Sept. 1938), the famous
Pemvanam speeches, appreciated by scholars of different schools
of thought were conducted by Vazhakunnam and Tottam together
at the Mandapa of Irattayappa. The talk started at 1 p.m. The
guru and the disciple, both read for Wi hrs each and the talk
ended at 4 p.m. After 4 p.m. they returned to Tiruvullakkavu
where they stayed till noon on the next day doing prayers, sadhanas
and daily rituals before Sri Sastha, the deity of the temple.45

Vazhakunnam along with his disciple went to Cittur Mana;

and then to Cerppil Bhagavati Kshetra. In both these places he
gave spiritual talks. In Kanni 1115, Vazhakunnam gave a spiritual
lecture at Tripunithura. The topic was 'Uddhavadootu'.

In Meenam 1117, a Bhagavata reading of Vazhakunnam was
arranged by Pumulli Valiya Vasudevan Nambudiripad at the
Guruvayur Koottampala.46 The reading that lasted for twenty
one days was noteworthy for various reasons. All his 4 disciples
Tottam, Venmani, Patirisseri and Nenrnmimangalam were present
there to hear his talks along with other Bhagavata interpreters like
Mekkad, Purayannoor, Padappa, Pandam and Kadalayil
Nambudiri.

It was a function with many peculiarities. Venmani

45. Taccappilli Govindamenon, op.cit. pp. 166-67.

46. Tattayoor, op.cit, pp. 13-16.
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